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FROM:


Mike Cheek, Director

Division of Protection and Permanency

DATE:

July 30, 2007
SUBJECT: High Risk Cases
The purpose of this memorandum is to share current research with child protective services staff to assist them in prioritizing high risk cases.  
The study:

A Building and Using Models of lethality study was completed by Dr. Ruth Huebner, DCBS Child Welfare Researcher, and Tina Webb, Quality Assurance and Policy Development Section Supervisor, and used a series of three analyses to build a predictive model of child fatalities and near fatalities.  In the study, child fatality cases were compared to other child protective services cases to see what differentiated lethal from non-lethal child abuse or neglect.  
Findings:  

While child fatality and near fatality cases have certain characteristics, those characteristics were often shared by all other child protective services cases and therefore could not be used to differentiate lethal from non-lethal child abuse or neglect.  This study was able to identify characteristics that were somewhat unique to the group of victims who experienced lethal child abuse.  Two tiers of criteria emerged from the study: a high risk group and a lethal group.

1.  Cases that have the following characteristics presented in the high-risk group: 

· Victim:  children 3 years of age or younger and children with disabilities.  

· Type of maltreatment:  physical abuse allegations especially for young children.  

· Caregivers:  male caregivers are more likely to abuse children and female caregivers are more likely to neglect children.     

2.  When paired with the following case scenarios, children in the high risk group were at increased risk to experience lethal abuse or neglect:  
· Homes with serial relationships:  These cases were up to 350% more likely to have a fatality or near fatality.  (“Serial relationship” was defined as a pattern of unstable adult relationships that is compounded by more adults in the home.)  

· Number of Adults in the home:  For each additional adult over age 18 yrs, the risk is increased by 75%.
· Recidivism:  Previously substantiated abuse increased risk by up to 350%.  Chronic physical abuse is the most lethal. For each additional substantiated CA/N the risks for fatalities increase 50%.

While this type of research focuses on relationships not causes, the results still suggest the need for prioritizing cases that met high risk criteria and lethal criteria. Prediction is not a science and child protective services staff should pay close attention to cases with high-risk characteristics, particularly during FSOS case staffings and MSW consultations.
Please share this PPM with appropriate staff.  If you have any questions concerning this memorandum, please contact Tina Webb at tina.webb@ky.gov or (502) 564-6852 (x-4469).
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